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Catisfield’s “Well Connected Residents”

Larger Houses  for the ‘Gentry’ and the Military ‘Officer Classes’

(Plus there were of course various cottages and terraces  for the live-out 
servants, farm workers, etc.)

CLICK for photo1                                           Probably c. 1930 photo.

Point  out the houses

There follows just a few examples of the Well-Connected who lived in Catisfield
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• 1895 

• Major Philip Douglas, of 
Catisfield Lodge, funeral 
held   at Titchfield. 

• 1861 Census Occupation : 
Clergyman and Captain in 
the First Devonshire 
Militia

• Retired  to Petersfield, 
then Catisfield.  

• Attended by eg General 
Montgomery & General 
Gordon  

4 Funerals and a Wedding

A different Monty of course !!                 There are quite a few Generals of these 
names…

Don’t know how they knew each other

Press reports are the major source of information  about the  past

CLICK for photo1

.
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• 1877 Major Philip Douglas of Catisfield 
Lodge  at Titchfield. Attended by eg
General Montgomery & General 
Gordon  

• 1914  

• Admiral Sir John Durnford, 
GCB, DSO, a former Sea 
Lord, died at Elmshurst,    
Catisham (!) , Fareham, in 
his 66th year. 

• At his funeral the pallbearers 
were  no less than Seven 
Admirals and a General.

4 FUNERALS AND A WEDDING

CLICK for photo1
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• 1877 Major Philip Douglas of Catisfield Lodge  at Titchfield. 
Attended by eg General Montgomery & General Gordon  

• 1914  Admiral Sir John Durnford, GCB, DSO, a former Sea 
Lord, at Elmshurst, Catisham, Fareham, in his 66th year. At 

his funeral the pallbearers were 7 Admirals and a General.

• 1922 

• Vice-Admiral the Hon. Robert 
Francis Boyle, R.X.. M.V.0., heir to 
the Earl of Shannon, of Fairthorne, 
Catisfield, 

• Died at 58 of heart failure at 
Harewood House, Yorkshire,  where 
he was the guest of Lord Harewood

4 FUNERALS AND A WEDDING

CLICK for photo1
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• 1877 Major Philip Douglas of Catisfield Lodge  at Titchfield. Attended by eg General 
Montgomery & General Gordon  

• 1914  Admiral Sir John Durnford, GCB, DSO, a former Sea Lord, at Elmshurst, Catisham, 
Fareham, in his 66th year. At his funeral the pallbearers were 7 Admirals and a General.

• 1922 Vice-Admiral the Hon. Robert Francis Boyle, R.X.. M.V.0., heir to the Earl of Shannon, 
of Fairthorne Catisfield, died at 58 of heart failure at Harewood House Yorkshire where he 
was the guest of Lord Harewood

• 1940 

• William  Mathias, of Catisfield Lodge, 

was buried at Fareham after a

service at St Columba, Catisfield. 

• Mourners included 4 Admirals 

and a Judge.

• He left £96,730 (worth £5.5m today)

4 FUNERALS AND A WEDDING

CLICK for photo1
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• 1877 Major Philip Douglas of Catisfield Lodge  at Titchfield. Attended by eg General Montgomery & General 
Gordon  

• 1914  Admiral Sir John Durnford, GCB, DSO, a former Sea Lord, at Elmshurst, Catisham, Fareham, in his 66th 
year. At his funeral the pallbearers were 7 Admirals and a General.

• 1922 Vice-Admiral the Hon. Robert Francis Boyle, R.X.. M.V.0., heir to the Earl of Shannon, of Fairthorne
Catisfield, died at 58 of heart failure at Harewood House Yorkshire where he was the guest of Lord 
Harewood

• 1940 William  Mathias of Catisfield Lodge was buried at Fareham after a service at St Columba Catisfield. 
Mourners included 4 Admirals and 2 Judges.

• 1928 Phyllis Mortimer, daughter of  Mr & Mrs 
Reginald Samuel Mortimer of The Limes, 
Catisfield, married Dr Frederick Killick  of 
Somerset at Holy Trinity.  

• The service was performed by the Rev the Earl 
of Devon. 

• Afterwards about 180 attended the reception, 
held in a marquee on the lawn at The Limes

4 FUNERALS AND A WEDDING
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MOST OF THE ‘BIG HOUSES’ OF CATISFIELD

• Were lived in by (senior) Naval Officers

• Easy access to, and escape from, Portsmouth/Gosport……

• Or people of ‘Independent Means’

• The biggest  housed:- A couple +   13  Children + 8 live-in servants…

CLICK for photo1 -- crowded Gosport

CLICK for photo2  -- Pompey dens of iniquity   (for the matelots)

+ the live-out servants
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‘BIG’ HOUSES & COTTAGES/TERRACES

CLICK for photo1   -- 1932  also you can see  the start of ‘middle-class’ houses

Cottages etc for the live-out servants, farm workers, etc
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Catisfield  -- Once Mostly ‘Big’ Houses:
But  Not Now

Now rather packed with houses   (and fortunately trees)
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To conclude……..

With link to next talk
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